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WHAT WAS HAPPENING DURING MARCH AND APRIL 
 

1. Presentation of trading companies employing our members 
2. A session of ECLA Presidency, London 2012 
3. Simple way resolving of .eu disputes applying ADR Procedure (Alternative Dispute 

Resolution) 
4. Continued cooperation with the Croatian Public Notary Chamber 
5. XVIII “Petar Simonetti” Lawyer Conference (ownership – obligations - procedure) 
6. INTELEKTIV 2012 

 
 
1. Presentation of trading companies employing our members 
We have not succeeded to prepare a presentation of a trading company employing our members for 
this issue. We understand that our companies differ from the point of view of their structure, number 
of employees and number of lawyers, but the common thing for all of us is the fact that we are 
corporate lawyers. It has never been easy for us, regardless the fact whether we have been working 
as a one man band or whether there has been a group of us, but we consider it very important to 
know each other because it will make our cooperation easier. Unlike attorneys-at-law, judges and 
public notaries, there is no Corporate Lawyer Register, and therefore we consider this column to be 
very important. 
Therefore we are inviting interested members to contact us and make an agreement about 
presentation of their companies in one of future issues. 
 
2. ECLA Presidency Session, London, 2012 
The Spring Session of ECLA Presidency was held In London on 16th March. Croatian 
representatives participated in the session as well - Marina Kralj Miliša in the function of the 
Executive Board Member and Martina Pejić in the function of Croatian Association representative. 
During the introductory part of the Session, Nicola Northway welcomed the present in the name of 
the hosts, the Law Society and then ECLA President, Dr Peter Kriependorf presented a new French 
representative, Mr Herve Delannoy and a new Bulgarian representative, Mr Veselin Hristov. Later on 
Jean Cattaruzza presented the Financial Report and 2012 Plan and Didier Pissoort, a long time 
ECLA auditor presented the Auditor’s Report. Ms Marina Kralj Miliša was re-elected a secretary, 
Jean Cattaruzza (from Belgium) was re-elected a treasurer and Han Kooy (from the Netherlands) 
and Sergio Marini (from Italy) were re-elected vice presidents. All of them were re-elected by 
acclamation. Philippe Coen (from France) was elected to be another vice president. A discussion 
about new ECLA website followed. In the second part of the session there were several 
presentations: Darran Clarke and Edward Costelloe represented the International Law Office as a 
free of charge legal portal (you will be able to find the ILO link also at our website soon), Warwick 
English from Royal Duch Shell talked about Shell Anti-Corruption Programme and Mark Lomas 
prepared a presentation on equality and outlawing of discrimination. Julia Ormio from a Finish 
Association of Corporate Lawyers talked about social networks (Linkedin) as a communication 
medium for association of members. It was emphasised again that cooperation between national 
associations - members of ECLA should be intensified. With this aim our association agreed about 
visiting each other with Institut des Juristes d'Entreprise, a Belgian association of corporate lawyers. 
A Croatian delegation would visit Brussels and the Belgian association in October of this year. Yves 
Heijmans from the Belgian association Institut des Juristes d'Entreprise also proposed organisation 
of the following session and a discussion on the establishment of a common platform at ECLA level 
that would regulate the professional position of in-house lawyers in those countries where such a 
regulation did not exist. 
 
The following ECLA Presidency Session would be held in Berlin, on 16th November of this year. The 
occasion would be used for celebration of 30th anniversary of foundation of ECLA as well. 
 
 



 
 
3. Simple way resolving of .eu disputes applying ADR Procedure (Alternative Dispute 
Resolution) 
About .eu and EURid 
500 million of Europeans living in 27 countries can access .eu domain. More than 3.5 million .eu 
domain names have been registered by the date. Every physical and legal person having the 
residence and/or the principal place of business in an EU country member can register an .eu 
domain name. 
EURid, as an unprofitable organisation, manages and maintains that technical infrastructure and 
services necessary for keeping .eu at Internet. (www.eurid.eu) 

 
Legal protection of .eu domain through an ADR procedure is cheaper and quicker. It is an on-line 
procedure purposed for persons who would like to challenge an .eu domain name. Any .eu 
registration can be challenged at a European court as well, but the majority of the disputes of the 
kind has been resolved through an ADR procedure. 
 
 When is the ADR appropriate? 
An ADR procedure can be initiated against an .eu domain name holder if: 

• There is a right to priority for the domain name;  
• There is a doubt that the .eu domain name holder has registered the name with the aim of 

speculating and damaging somebody’s reputation. 
 

Why ADR? 
• All ADR procedure cases are performed on-line and over e-mail; 
• Cases are resolved during the term of 4 months at average; 
• Procedures can be performed in any of 21 official EU languages; 
• Procedures are resolved by panellists who are experts of intellectual property law. 
• All cases are lead in front of the Check Arbitration Court (http://en.soud.cz). 

 
How can you initial an ADR procedure? 

1. Register yourself at the site http://eu.adr.eu 
2. Submit your claim at the safe ADR platform. The claimant or its authorised representative will 

be asked to submit the data, arguments and evidences regarding the claim. 
3. When the claim is made, select the panellist. You can select 1 or 3 panellist who will preside 

/ lead the case. If you select only one 1 panellist, he/she will be appointed by the court. If you 
select 3 panellist, the claimant selects the first panellist, the defendant selects the second 
and the court selects the third panellist. The number of panellists would influence the costs of 
the procedure.  

 
Events bound to the case and the course of the suit can be monitored at the official web site 
http://eu.adr.eu. 
If the suit is successful and if the .eu domain name can be registered, the domain name registration 
will be transferred after the expiry of 30-day-long period of appeal. 
If the suit is not successful and if the .eu domain name cannot be registered, the domain name 
would be deleted after the expiry of 30-day-long period of appeal and it would be available for public 
registration again after the expiry of 40-day-long quarantine. 
ADR resolutions are legally binding, but they can be challenged with appeals submitted to regular 
courts. 
 
 Costs 

• Vary depending on the number of panellists and the number of challenged registrations. 
 
 
 
  



 
4. Continued cooperation with the Croatian Public Notary Chamber 
 
At the beginning of April, a meeting with Mr Maleković, Ms Jakobović and Mr Torbašinović, 
representatives of the Public Notary Chamber, was held. We used the opportunity to talk about 
cooperation between our association and the Public Notary Chamber. Let us remind you: during 
2011 we organised training for Bar Exam candidates in cooperation with the Public Notary Chamber. 
The training comprised a theoretical part of professional education during 150 classes in accordance 
with the programme adjusted with the Programme of the Judicial Academy. The participants 
assessed the programme and its presentation very positively and therefore we agreed to continue 
cooperation in that field. A new training cycle is in due course including 15 attendants – our 
colleagues from the economy.   
 
 
5. XVIII “Petar Simonetti” Lawyer Conference 
(ownership – obligations - procedure) 
 

Končar – Electrical 
Industry, Inc. 
Iskra Gudan, LLB 
 

 
Organised by the Law Faculty of the University of Rijeka that cooperated with the Supreme 
Administrative Court of the Republic of Croatia and the Croatian Public Notary Chamber, the XVIII 
Lawyer Conference was held in the settlement of Poreč, from 18th to 20th April, 2012. The 
conference of this year, for which we can say that is already a tradition and from this year it has also 
come of age, was dedicated to recently gone Prof Dr Sc Petar Simonetti. All the presenters 
emphasised his willingness to share his huge knowledge unselfishly.   
 
I would like to emphasise that this is the only lawyers conference organised by one of law faculties 
in the Republic of Croatia and that is worth praising. The aim of the Conference is presentation of 
actual issues and conceptions of not only the legal science, but also the legal practice of regular and 
specialised courts of the Republic of Croatia. 
Some 100 participants gathered at the Conference belonging to wide areas of interest. We could 
notice professors from legal faculties, judges, public notaries, in-house lawyers, lawyers from local 
and regional self-government bodies. 
 
The Conference was organised in five parts, each one referring to one branch of law during three 
days: real law (property law), obligation law, law of trading companies and financial law, 
administrative law, civil procedure law and enforcement law. Round tables were held after 
presentations at the end of each day where participants had the opportunity of an active 
participation asking questions to the presenters or explaining their standpoints regarding some of 
the topics of this Conference. 
 
An especially interesting presentation was given by Damir Kontrec, a Supreme Court judge, who 
dealt with novelties regarding leasing, selling and purchasing of business facilities. In his 
characteristic, interesting and attractive manner of talking, he emphasised that the Law on Leasing, 
Selling and Purchasing of Business Facilities did not bring any essential changes regarding the 
institute of leasing, while the institute of selling and purchasing of business facilities owned by the 
Republic of Croatia, i.e. owned by the local and regional self-government bodies prescribed the 
procedure and the conditions of sale in more details. He emphasised the problem that would be still 
present in the practice and that was the problem of estimation of the value of a business facility 
intended for sale, because there was no legal rule in the Republic of Croatia purposed for estimation 
of the value of real estate in general. Regarding the stated problem a lot of complaints could be 
expected in the future practice that some of court appointed expert witnesses estimated in 
accordance with someone’s order and the general public witnessed such cases in all corruptive 
affairs that fill all newspaper articles. 
A special novelty of the conference was the presentation prepared by Doc Dr Sc Dionis Jurić dealing 
with the topic INCOTERMS 2010 prepared in cooperation with Jelena Mihić, LLB, MSc, an attorney 
at law trainee. INCOTERMS from 2010 adopted by the International Chamber of Commerce and the 



UN convention on contracts of international sales of goods from 1980 are extremely important in 
international purchase and sales of goods where sellers and buyers come from various counties and 
where there is a need for transportation of goods regarding regulation of the transfer of the risk for 
losses and damages of goods. The purpose and the aim on INCOTERMS are to provide for 
appropriate regulation of legal and economic terms regarding the delivery of goods, costs of the 
delivery and transfer of the risk in case of a loss and/or damage of goods to sellers (exporters) and 
buyers (importers) at the moment of entering into sale contracts to prevent different interpretations 
of contractual stipulations at the moment of appearance of their obligations, rights and 
responsibilities. 
It is important to emphasise that some of papers prepared by presenters are published in the 
Proceedings of the Law Faculty of the University of Rijeka. 
 
At the end I would like to express my satisfaction with the conference and be honest to tell that I 
hardly wait for the next. It was my pleasure to notice that all the presenters were experts lecturing at 
law faculties and from the practice including a significant number of a young generation members 
who would form the legal “scene” for many years. 
 
6. INTELEKTIV 2012. 
 

Končar–Electrical Industry, Inc.
Dalija Šmit, LLB 
 
 

 
This year Conference on Intellectual Property under the name of “Intelektiv” was held on 14th March 
organised by the USA Chamber of Commerce in Croatia. The conference was divided into two parts 
each dealing one topic: New business models in the digital economy and Innovations and business 
potentials. 

Bojan Pretnar, a retired Slovenia expert for the intellectual property, won recognition among the 
presenters. He talked about the Community Trade Mark (CTM), i.e. a unitary brand in the EU area 
as a manner of protection in addition to the national stamp and the Madrid System providing for 
protection at the global level. He pointed to the existence of conflicts between national stamps and 
the new CTM that was introduced into the Slovenian national legislature as an acceptable solution. 
He also emphasised the importance of the right to geographic marks. 

Ninoslav Babić from the Customs Authority gave a very substantial and well-argumented 
presentation corroborated with statistic data on the efficient operation of the Customs Authority 
directed to detection of falsified goods and products and to prevention of the infringement of the 
intellectual right. Since the Customs Authority applies the Low on General Administrative Procedure 
to the decision making procedure, he emphasised the amendment draft of the stated law in the 
part referring to calculation of terms in such a manner to calculate the term from the date when the 
decision was sent by the Customs Authority and not from the date of the receipt, as defined by the 
current Low on General Administrative Procedure.  

In-house lawyers participating that Conference elected the panel topic under the name “Innovations 
and business potentials” for the afternoon part of the Conference. Mr Mladen Vukmir was a 
moderator. The topic was divided into 2 panels: European opportunities and challenges in the area 
of innovations and To be innovative in Croatia. 

The first panel presenters were Ms Vlatka Petrović, a head of the Office for Technology Transfer of 
the University of Zagreb, Mr Marijan Ožanić, a director of the Technological Parka in Zagreb, Mr 
Vinko Purgar, a head of a department in the Ministry of Science, Education and Sport. 

Mr Mate Rimac, the chairman of the Management Board of the Company Rimac automobiles Ltd. 
was especially interesting among the second panel presenters. He is well known as a young 
innovator from Sveta Nedjelja who invented the most powerful electric car in the world. In his 
interesting and impressive story on the construction of his car and establishment of the company 
Rimac automobiles Ltd, that twenty-three years old man talked about the beginning of the project 
and all the problems he has been facing from the beginning of his innovative activities and he is 
facing now. 



In-house lawyers participated actively in this panel discussing the issue of selection of the 
protection through the legal regulations or through the business secret. That issue challenged other 
participants to join the discussion, since the question is very important for the economy in general. 
The conclusion offered insufficient and obsolete regulations of the business secret in the Republic of 
Croatia and the role of the management in assessment of the more economic and more efficient 
decision to protect a “novum” as a patent or as a business secret.  

 
WHAT ARE WE PREPARING FOR MAY AND JUNE 

 
We propose to our members to participate in the 50th Conference of Lawyers at Opatija 2012 with 

the topic “Actualities of legislature and practice” to be held from 9th to 11th May, 2012 in organisation 
of the Croatian Union of Associations of Corporative Lawyers 

 
We are inviting you to activate yourselves! 

Write, suggest, supplement  
Yours and ours Newsletter – and web site as well. 

 
In Zagreb, April, 2012 

Association of Corporate Lawyers 
 

www.udruga-korporativnih-pravnika.hr 


