
  

   

  
   

  

 

ECLA  

European Company Lawyers Association  
 

  
   

  

Subscribe for further bulletins  
   

  
   

  

 

ECLA BULLETIN, February 2021 
 

  
   

  

 

Dear ECLA Members and Guests, 
  
Spring is around the corner! Our first abrupt weather patterns have already arrived, with 
temperatures shifting 25 degrees or more in some parts of Europe. In other news, we are seeing 
an uptick with regards to COVID-19 in certain parts of Europe. Coupled with delays in the vaccine 
rollouts entails that we still do not know when or how the 'normal' way of living will return. The 
best we can do is adhere by the rules, limit our contacts and do our best so that this crisis end. 
  
It has been almost a full year of working under the 'new normal' conditions. Remote working has 
become ubiquitous for many professions, including corporate lawyers. Think back to your work in 
2019 - how absurd would it have been to imagine working remotely full-time. What seemed like 
something plausible in an unreacheable future has clearly demonstrated that corporate lawyers 
can work at a high efficiency without being at their desks at the offices. Expect flexible working 
conditions to stay permanently as a part of the in-house counsel package.  
  
  
The same can be said about digitalisation and how it has been thrust at the forefront of every 
conscious legal department. The need to have an efficient digital legal department will only 
increase. The time to act is now! 
  
 

  
   

  

 

Legal Privilege 

Independence and legal privilege for domestic and 
foreign in-house counsel affirmed by Dutch District 
Court 

  
The Rotterdam District Court recently clarified the applicability of legal professional privilege for 
in-house lawyers pursuant to Dutch law. ECLA Participated in this judgment by providing an 
amicus curiae. Jonathan Marsh, President of ECLA, welcomed this judgment, stating that it paves 
the way for general counsel serving on executive boards, a significant step aligning jurisprudence 
with the role of the modern general counsel who serves as a trusted advisor on strategic matters. 
 

  
   

  
 

Read more  
  

  
   

  

https://3wgmf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/rBP8NCjv7Hm5VbdwZmGE0XcQpZpB46_WistswuiuT_ygpvp6MXS67MVeF17RRbP4gR4DRDJn-kkSD7D56GTRUEsRM97VW8h3x8R7Sb7LioPFiHumfLu1Qf9JsPLbCnER7rXbeRTK3QcnFjj9o6QQIIx2LW3_ov7RIEQoZPOo7PsE8lFzJoMh4uhdpdBCX3InTUW-PAp80Xz5PrgxmZy8E4zEkV6AIcwlxA
https://3wgmf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/fjSQz1e63BxQ6hyb_Fu5SbMGq2GiPDsjTG2H0gNGwe6vjKMg8oBKJBB6G5mctj9tuciwDfHnHqM3VcDKYEXtyuDVeCDoUNbaTkIDEHwOx7ydo_Dqk0_J9VwvWDAD3llaEVRCwUCkPsJpXmgr1J8q5p3nC6cNCv-LRALtdno9S1us3CCfIYbRRnwE9mDRvTx1VybfvRq-pKNUk2GoRXJBmQ7T2plli2wYDRWBqDK4hxBsSSrGZUoZJKqI36VptXvA7GdKF7iAVthjuUEzwe-DsNUtCfLQVudgb8mHI27De7AB0z2IesiGYqJaRTK8w8WAkc4sEv2wdncDnUtfb-g


 

E-Learning 

Corporate Counsel Academy this Spring! 

  
ECLA has taken a new step in its services for our European company lawyer members - the 
Corporate Counsel Academy is a collection of online certification classes tasked with making 
further education and improvement as accessible as possible, especially in times of a pandemic. 
The subject matters of the classes are diverse, varying from courses on drafting international 
courses or improving your negotiation skills in legal English to  practical courses on accounting 
and on improving your LinkedIn profiles and network. Check out the website below - we are 
certain that we have something to offer to everyone! 
 

  
   

  
 

View Courses  
  

  
   

  

 

Webinar 

ECLA Online Learning Centre - 2021 

  
Join our weekly Online Learning Centre sessions! We have an exciting line-up planned for Spring 
2021, with new webinars covering a variety of topics, from COVID-19 challenges to legal 
professional privilege to legal tech solutions. Our speakers are seasoned experts in their fields 
and will give thought-provoking discussions. The agenda for March will be the following: 
  

 3 March 11:00 CET - The Importance of Legal Spend Management During Times of 
Covid-19 Uncertainty and Budget Cuts - Lynne Kellet (EDF UK), Daniel Wate 
(Associated British Foods) & Jo Guy (Busylamp) 
  

 10 March 15:00 CET - Legal Professional Privilege For In-House Counsel: A 
Roundtable Inspired By The Rotterdam District Court’s Recent Shell Judgment 
  

 18 March 11:00 CET - How To Innovate In Your Own Legal Team: Examples From 
UiPath And Deloitte Legal’s First Legal Automation Partnership 
  

 23 March 11:00 CET - KPI’s For Legal Departments: From Defining To Achieving 
 30 March 11:00 CET - Legal Operations & Covid-19: One Year Later - Amy 

Mcconnell (Vodafone Business), Natalie Salunke (RVU), Joachim Kämpf (ECE 
Projektmanagement) 
  

All sessions are free to join and can be done by clicking register below 
  
 

  
   

  
 

Register  
  

  
   

   

  

 

Legal Technology 

Download study: Legal Departments in a Digital Era 

  
ECLA and Wolters Kluwer published a free in-depth study into the digital status of legal 
departments across Europe. A pan-European study based on a comprehensive survey conducted 
in Fall 2019, the research aims to act as a starting point in establishing the status of various 
markets in Europe and to highlight how far in the digitalisation and digitisation process corporate 
legal departments are.  
  
The study is very insightful in not only showcasing the status of in-house teams across various 
facets, such as the organisation and tools in use, digital strategies and budgets thereof, but also 
future plans and how corporate lawyers themselves see the legal departments evolving. 
  
Click below to read more and to download the study for free! 
 

  
   

  
 

Download  
  

  
   

https://3wgmf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/DG45Ct4UmDpg3YOeI_PmYyRtaWA17RgqiEmDEpCET62h9LaK7j1Wi8HfIxQPDAlPv2rgX9SbgyD0YQQjPoJkxTqDi0DJ1k1IpvxjBa1ulv6OJ8rDnvh6AHs0zBzac1EavYgBgE4NFqmHvzlYP4XilmlbAIOiFMLq3Eed0kp8YAheWUIubCi81Dk
https://3wgmf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/fu7x0IoyBu8l7JYnaEYX7MQhE-dgHdsSLvds1Aqeu0JxSV9PKP7JAT3m1oJXssL7WkXR22mXFlhagl7j6AgE-2akchRpl4Dx0XdQwQSCo3KWO5_I9XNZq272tFQMoLoZTxuokTYN0XTmX9fJImNWGtMpLqiWf5dwpDZXg6kdiIfLHckvwg
https://3wgmf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/ByD43nHCYd0Xgq5z1hweVIYB0k6vZeoT2koRWnXTAQveR55AcyypppmHZsgWlQXsncos1JnN1nhbloeha3NI89uhFaFKIBc8GlZoh2Fp11EghtJv0lMNLgBdPeaeUKGWabAAxZ-Dnp-Ep773UqVwVMzv0CWmxyP7Er4Ao0MpR7kjUQ


 
  

  

 

Legal Privilege 

Swiss mulling on LPP for civil proceedings 

  
As part of the ongoing revision of civil procedure law, there have been discussions to introduce 
the protection of professional secrets for corporate lawyers in civil proceedings. Swiss business 
representatives are in favour of this proposal, stressing the importance of having legal 
professional privilege in international conduct, which would turn Swiss companies more 
competitive on a global scale. 
 

  
   

  
 

Read more  
  

  
   

   

  

 

Webinar 

The Future is Now: The New World of Work - A CMS 
Webinar Series 

  
Our partner CMS has put together a comprehensive series of webinars with experts that 
address any relevant legislative or policy changes that employers need to be aware of and 
discuss the issues arising from the new prevalence of remote working in the short and potentially 
also longer term, including from a health & safety perspective. 
  
The series covers 25 countries, and each 45-minute webinar will typically cover one country and 
will be conducted in English by CMS experts from the relevant jurisdiction. 
  
Participation is free and we invite our members to check them out, as they will provide practical 
advice onto navigating the pandemic currently and in the near-future.  
 

  
   

  
 

View more  
  

  
   

   

  

 

Webinar 

VAT for e-commerce: a new scheme - 2 and 4 March 
10:30 CET - A CMS Tax Webinar Invitation 

  
CMS is also organising a comprehensive two-part tax webinar series. The European Union has 
overhauled the VAT rules for e-commerce, which will impact on all businesses making any cross-
border “B2C” supplies. 
 
This extensive and bold package of measures aims to adapt the VAT system, which was mostly 
designed for offline transactions, to the explosive growth of B2C online transactions in our 
technology-driven world. 
 
The entry into force of these new rules was postponed to 1 July 2021 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. However, addressing these reforms sooner rather than later is critical for businesses 
due to the extensive adaptations that will be required to information systems. 
 
Both 75-minute sessions will include an in-depth explanation of these new rules together with 
practical examples, followed by Q&A. 
 

  
   

  
 

View more  
  

  
   

  

 

 

 

https://3wgmf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/pdqCWM8GqdGUz6E6w-ykPzDCcqUez6wQ4WsZymTe2005ef02COeE8KX-fOKRcH8zb0i-LhfqufQFWyf1EXtzKAiZkqcNEUkJDIG60wmm45iqjwxo4HyAyjVgDpKWNG3jZQ_ZfFRPUZ90O1u13lYsLGJP9P2mFy9eQsWro1LcFcr2xkQ_x0Xu0Bbjn5byKKo85K1LYDWQ0GjwBPQFug1Z6MPWVnON4rifJ25mKkjpCC9YrZXFhXF6FT_dSMns
https://3wgmf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/LdU4B2qFyYtq5QIyrvmYO3q_6AE9AXeOSBavwfiUbN3bdwVGEuLxCfF7EYnQMUhb0eq6xQOVixlsHlWvPWpWdgQgFTnTvLz7F35s-6AaBaT5SS7xuBGwgUgzjSZq7ggLAZiHKdhstrbB-v2zg5yylcdehj0uwpxs76as0smOXtAGtIcebRV3eKpv7X1fGAoNvV8nPfOw-ZCHa4XTrCQXoLOvTPpsceU9Lu7Z5SAsJV_aA2Qy3SeRKzyKNK3VyZ8
https://3wgmf.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/17MqqhW-h8RG2k6eO6PMXvaPmzaN_ugla7uKZnu3XLYN7Mh0q65nDVEAN5PUMlqWT6liZcQXsV-6Ur_eZwpOstCD2zx4xlM4NG8rvpp_B6ycPdW7VPhF8KCDBDrO2jhOYnIttuhFys5v7krrJsGVZ9E-P44OzMJHEmLG4-Gi03YxQxHKMmd487QNB24qa35G28tSrAJgIG4pvXbCyDkRulU2e8Q
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